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Dear Piano Families,

I hope you all had a wonderful half term holiday! I certainly feel rested and am excited 
for the last few weeks of this term and all of the wonderful musical things we’re going to 
get up to. 

I want to give a huge congratulations to all the students who performed so beautifully at 
the Spring Recital! It was wonderful to see such improvement and have the opportunity 
to enjoy some wonderful music. Thank you again for all of your support for piano lessons 
and the practice required for such wonderful success. 

I will send a final newsletter out at the end of term with dates for September but please let 
me know as soon as possible if you would like a particular time slot for lessons and if you 
would like to move from a 30 minute lesson to 45 or 60 minutes in the autumn and I can 
begin to create the schedule for everyone 

Starr

DATE TO REMEMBER

• 8 July - 13 July: Watching Week 
AND last week of lessons for this 

term. 

PRACTICE BALLOONS

The new practice challenge is well underway 
now and everyone is doing spectacularly! So 
far we’ve accumulates 3,631 minutes collective 
practice minutes across the studio. That’s 
AMAZING!!! Well done everyone!

PLEASE REMEMBER to write all practice minutes 
down. It’s very difficult to keep it fair if students 
aren’t recording minutes accurately. 
Thank you xx



What I’ve Been Up To...
• I recently presented a concert in South Hampshire with my duet partner Rachael Gillham. 

We performed the Schubert Fantasie for four hands and the Spanish Dances Op. 12 by 
Moszkowski. Although it was a small evening gathering in a village church, and only on a 
digital piano, the performance was lovely and we had a wonderful time. Later this year I will 
present a concert more locally which of course you are all invited to. Details to follow soon. 

• At the end of April I spent a day in workshop with the authors and composers that created the 
Piano Safari piano method. This was a really interesting day as we were able to watch master 
classes with local students and many demonstrations. Piano Safari of course is the method I 
use with all my beginners which teaches reading in such a natural way that students move 
quickly into ‘real’ music - the traditional classical repertoire. 

Follow Surrey Piano on Facebook: www.facebook.com/surreypiano
Visit the Surrey Piano website for blog posts, resources, and information: www.surreypiano.com

Piano Pedagogy Sound Bite

Posture: Correct physical alignment is 
crucial when it comes to producing 
beautiful tone and developing excellent 
technique. The general things to look 
out for with your budding pianists are:

• Arms level with keyboard (do not sit 
too low or too high). 

• Feet flat and sturdy - small children 
might need some type of stool that 
lives under your piano. 

• Back straight and head held high, like 
a dancer

• Shoulders completely relaxed (I can 
detect even the slightest amount of 
shoulder tension just by listening :-) )

• Straight wrists - no collapsing!
• Elbows angled slightly out from the 

body
• Fingers in contact with the keys, gently 

coming up onto their tips - this creates 
a natural hollow space under the 
hand which develops over time. 

PRACTICE TIP

A little bit here and there goes a long 
way. There are always spare minutes 

throughout the day when students can 
slip to the piano and practice. Even just 
5 minutes here and there of deliberate 
practice helps make HUGE progress.

Get Your Piano Tuned

As the weather turns warmer it is time 
to tune your piano. If you need a 

recommendation for a piano tuner I 
would like to suggest Value Piano Tuning:

www.value-piano-tuning.business.site 

xx


